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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES 
304. Mr H.T. JONES to the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s unprecedented investment in combating family and domestic violence 
and keeping Western Australians safe. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the $34 million funding boost to family and domestic violence 

services in the state budget builds on this government’s record of supporting the sector? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house whether she is aware of anyone who does not know how to read the 

budget and is wrongly claiming that the government is cutting funding for services? 
Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. In fact, before I give the answer, there might have been a clue in the question. 
He might have given a few things away, but I thank him very much for the question. 
(1)–(2) I am very proud of the work that this government has done in tackling domestic violence in our community. 

We know we have high rates of domestic violence, as we have around the country. We know that this is 
not something that is easily fixed. We know that we need additional crisis support, but we also need reform 
across the service provision sector. We also need the community to get on board; we need everyone to get 
on board to call out bad behaviour and prevent violence happening in the first place. Absolutely, there 
is a lot to do. I was very proud when we announced $34.4 million in this budget to support the prevention 
of family and domestic violence. This includes $14.7 million on the Armadale one-stop FDV hub and 
also enhancing our domestic violence response teams with $7.4 million, and I spoke about that in question 
time last week. In fact, this initiative has been warmly welcomed by the CEO of the Western Australian 
Council of Social Service, Louise Giolitto. She said that she warmly welcomed the announcement and 
warmly welcomed the significant investment to tackle family and domestic violence. She said that the 
state government is sending a clear message to perpetrators that abuse needs to stop. I was very pleased 
to get that endorsement by WACOSS. 
Since coming to government in 2017, we have committed $150 million of new funding, including this 
$34 million, to tackle domestic violence. Before we came to office in 2017, we initially committed in that 
election campaign an extra $21 million of new funding. By the time the next election came about in 2021, 
we had spent $73 million. We committed $20 million, but we actually delivered $73 million, and two new 
refuges, two new FDV hubs, law reform, the Respectful Relationships program in schools and the Pets in 
Crisis program. A whole lot of work has been done. When we went to the election in 2021, we said that 
we would spend $60 million of new funding, and less than 18 months later, in this budget, we have already 
committed an extra $72 million of new funds. We are vastly exceeding what we committed to. Not only 
are we putting in more resources, but also we are being strategic about that work. 
As a result of the inaction by the Liberal–National government for eight and a half years, the family and 
domestic violence sector was pretty much going it alone in its work. I know many members in this house 
are connected to local services, support them when they can and try to get the message out about supporting 
those services and to stop domestic violence. Not only have we put in place extra resources, but also we 
now have five-year contracts for services. It is a reform that has long been called for by the community 
sector organisations and now it is a default for us to go into five-year contracts whenever we can for new 
community sector organisations. We are looking at system reform and ways to strengthen and improve 
the system. 
With regard to the opposition’s statements over the weekend, a press release was put out by the opposition 
spokesperson for FDV, the member for Vasse. I would like to clarify a few statements that she made that 
show that she has difficulty reading the budget papers. In fact, the shadow Minister for Prevention of 
Family and Domestic Violence said that the FDV budget had been slashed by 17 per cent. I was surprised; 
I wondered where she got that. Let me be clear: there have been no cuts. In fact, we have increased funding 
to services by embedding the equal remuneration order payments and also by changing the indexation 
calculations. There was a specific provision and an explanation about the reduction in a particular line item. 
As it makes clear, the so-called cut that the opposition talked about is the time-limited funding provided 
by the federal government under the national partnership agreement. That was actually explained in the 
budget, but it seems to be beyond the opposition to read that detail. On this point, I agree with the member: 
it is unacceptable that we have this short-term funding by the federal government and a lack of attention. 
As I have described it, it is like throwing chickenfeed to the sector. It is a hungry sector, so it gobbles it up. 
There is a lot to do. It is not strategic, it is not long-term and it is not secure funding. I wonder whether the 
member for Vasse, as the opposition spokesperson, has advocated for more sustained and long-term funding 
from the federal government. I do wonder about that. The member for Vasse criticised the state budget 
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for falling short for victims of domestic violence. It is clear that it is just her understanding of the budget 
papers that falls short. 
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